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Meeting 50th Scientific Committee meeting 

Date 10–11.04.2019 

Venue EMCDDA (Room 107) 

Present See participants list (Annex 1) 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

The Chair, Anne Line Bretteville-Jensen welcomed the Scientific Committee members and opened the 
50th Scientific Committee meeting. Matthew Hickman, Letizia Paoli and Rainer Spanagel were excused. 
Artur Malczewski (Reitox) participated as an observer. The agenda (Annex 2) (1) was unanimously 
adopted.  

2. Welcome and update on budget issues (for informa tion) 

The Director Alexis Goosdeel and the Scientific Director Paul Griffiths updated the members on new 
developments at the EMCDDA and on budget issues. 

The Director noted that the results of the external evaluation report were the most positive evaluation of 
the EMCDDA so far. The results revealed that the agency continues to be unique in its work and 
performing with effectiveness, efficiency and added-value. The Director also thanked the members of the 
Scientific Committee for their contributions throughout the process.  

Alexis Goosdeel explained the current budget constraints the EMCDDA is facing in 2019, which are 
common to many other EU Agencies but also linked to adjustments in the salaries correction coefficient. 
Reductions were implemented in the operational budget, including missions, technical meetings and 
studies. The traineeship programme and staff recruitment were put on hold in 2019. The situation should 
improve already in 2020 costs. Both the European Commission and the Management Board are aware of 
the current situation and are supporting the Director in exploring future options, namely under the next 
multiannual financial framework of the EU. 

The Scientific Director reassured the Committee that despite these constraints, the EMCDDA will continue 
to perform to a high standard and successfully contribute to the critically important activities in the work 
programme. The EMCDDA is also looking into more efficient ways to communicate and promote its work 
and to disseminate its products. 

                                                      
(1) All meeting documents and presentations referred to in these minutes are available on the Scientific Committee extranet. 
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3. Feedback from the Chair on MB and other meetings  (for information) 

Anne Line Bretteville-Jensen provided feedback on the meetings she attended as representative of the 
Scientific Committee since the last Scientific Committee meeting in November: 
 

• The HDG Annual Dialogue on Research, November 2018: the Chair presented the Scientific 
Committee contribution to the Annual Dialogue on Research (ADR) of the Horizontal Working 
Party on Drugs (HDG) (Annex 3). The Chair emphasised the debate around cannabis social clubs 
and the need for the Scientific Committee to take stock of the progress made and revise the 
current approach (see also item 7). 

• The meeting with the Chair of the Management Board, the Director of the EMCDDA and the 
Reitox Network Spokesperson, held on 12 December 2018 (Annex 4): the main objective of the 
meeting was to discuss the conclusions of the EMCDDA’s external evaluation. The Chair 
underlined the positive conclusions for the agency and the good results of the assessment of the 
EMCDDA’s performance over the last six years. 

• The 58th Management Board meeting, 13–14 December 2018 (Annex 5): the main points of the 
meeting were the presentation and discussion of the external evaluation of the EMCDDA, the 
election of the MB Chair and Vice-chair for the next three year period, the approval of the budget 
and of the multiannual Programing Document, and the endorsement of the draft calls for 
expression of interest for the membership of the Scientific Committee and of the extended 
Scientific Committee.  

4. Celebrating the 50 th meeting of the EMCDDA Scientific Committee (for 
discussion) 

The Vice-chair, Catherine Comiskey updated the Committee on the status of the editorial drafted for 
publication in a peer-reviewed journal. She thanked the members for their input and added that she is 
currently finalising the revision of the text prior to submitting it.  

Gerhard Bühringer presented a short summary of the work of the Scientific Committee over the last 25 
years (Annex 6), with a special focus on the period after 2008, when the new regulation was put in place 
and the Scientific Committee members started being appointed on the basis of an open call for 
expression of interest. Gerhard Bühringer particularly highlighted how the Committee became increasingly 
actively involved in the EMCDDA scientific production (e.g. through reviews of publications) and planning 
of work. 

The Scientific Director suggested that EMCDDA and the Scientific Committee could continue to look into 
ways of celebrating the achievements over the last 25 years. Paul Griffiths recognised the role of 
Committee as “the guardian of the EMCDDA’s scientific integrity”, and acknowledge their role in providing 
independent advice. The members of the Committee shared their individual experiences over the years, 
emphasising the importance of the EMCDDA reputation and standing in the scientific community. 

5. Risk assessment guidelines: presentation of the first draft (for information) 

Roumen Sedefov introduced this agenda item and provided a short overview of current developments 
regarding the revision of risk assessment guidelines. He highlighted the work of the Scientific Committee 
in actively contributing to evidence-based decision making in the risk assessments performed so far.  

Michael Evans-Brown provided an overview of the implementation status of the new legislative package 
on new psychoactive substances that came into effect November last year and some insights on the 
approach taken for developing the new risk assessment guidelines (Annex 7). 
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The members of the Scientific Committee acknowledged the progress made in streamlining and rendering 
the risk assessment procedures more efficient and raised issues for consideration concerning impact 
assessment, non-life threatening conditions and the definition of extended patterns of use. 

A complete draft of the risk assessment guidelines will be presented and discussed at the next Scientific 
Committee meeting. The final version will then be presented to the new Scientific Committee, in 2020, for 
adoption. 

6. The EMCDDA programming document 2020-22 (for dis cussion)  

Paul Griffiths provided an overview of the main activities and products in the draft EMCDDA Programming 
Document 2020–22 (Annex 8). This was followed by a tour de table, where the members of the Scientific 
Committee raised questions and topics to be highlighted in the Scientific Committee’s formal opinion on 
the document. These included: 

• The EMCDDA crucial role in the development of evidence-based policies, and its role in 
incorporating early warning insights into the monitoring systems; 

• The impact of a potential UK withdrawal from the EU scenario and the EMCDDA contingency 
plans around it; 

• Other sources of information to capture aspects not covered by the traditional data sources (e.g. 
changes in ways of consuming, digital drug markets); 

• Complementary data collection methods, such as digital epidemiology and sentiment analysis; 
• Opportunities for regional analyses on specific topics; 
• The identification of new drug-related security threats and support rapid responses to them; 
• The evaluation of drug policies; 
• The effects of lack of intervention in the prison setting;  
• Exploring scientific cooperation synergies; 
• Further clarifying terminology. 

Break-out sessions took place on two EMCDDA flagship outputs: the Health and social responses to drug 
problems: a European guide 2020 (Group 1) and the EU Drugs Market Report 2022 (Group 2). 

On the Health and social responses to drug problems: a European guide 2020 (Annex 9), the following 
options were discussed: 

• The 2020 edition should result from an update of the current report instead of a completely new 
report; 

• The report should continue be made available in both formats, print and digital; 
• Efforts to increase the number of translations should be considered (within budget availability 

and/or in collaboration with national partners); 
• Social media can be further used for dissemination and public outreach; 
• Topics that may be explored in the new edition could include: ageing issues and alcohol problems 

and children of parents who use drugs. 

On the EU drug markets report 2022 (Annex 10), the following options were discussed: 

• The role of different players (and products) in the EU market; 
• Interaction  between  regulated and illicit drugs markets; 
• Insights into the link between drug use, supply and related crime; 
• Variations on price and purity of drugs. 
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On the basis of the inputs provided by the Scientific Committee, a draft formal opinion on the EMCDDA 
programming document 2020-22 will be prepared and circulated for discussion and adoption. The 
programming document will be finalised for adoption in autumn and will be presented by the Director to 
the Management Board meeting in December 2019. 

The EMCDDA will start working on its 2021-23 programming document in June. Scientific Committee 
members wanting to send early input should do so before mid-July. 

7. Contribution to the HDG’s Annual Dialogue on Res earch (for discussion) 

The Annual Dialogue on Research (ADR) of the Horizontal working Group on Drugs (HDG) will take place 
in the second semester under Finnish presidency (date still to be confirmed).  

Maria Moreira presented a concept note on the contribution to the HDG’s Annual Dialogue on Research 
(Annex 11). 2019 marks the 10th anniversary of the Swedish Presidency conclusions that implemented 
the ADR, so the Scientific Committee was invited to reflect on their contribution to this initiative throughout 
the years and consider possible recommendations for the future. 

A working group composed by Henri Bergeron (tbc), Anne Line Bretteville-Jensen, Catherine Comiskey, 
Marina Davoli, Fabrizio Faggiano, Gabriele Fischer and Henk Garretsen will draft the outline of a 
strategic, looking-forward document to be circulated to all members of the Scientific Committee, finalised 
(in Summer), adopted by written procedure (in Autumn), submitted to the Finnish Presidency and 
presented at the 2019 ADR. 

8. Mechanism for cooperation with research centres:  a 2020 roadmap milestone 
(for discussion) 

Paul Griffiths introduced this topic, which is an EMCDDA Strategy 2025 roadmap milestone for 2020 and 
asked the members of the Scientific Committee for early input on scope and approach. The objective is to 
further engage with the scientific community and the approach may start by documenting our current 
mechanisms of collaboration. The members of the Scientific Committee agreed that this could be an 
opportunity to better structure cooperation with reference centres, including international societies, mainly 
outside Europe and suggested to go for a light collaboration framework for sharing information. The 
Lisbon Addictions 2019 conference may be an opportunity to network on this and refine the scope and 
approach. Some of these stakeholders could also be considered as co-producers for future editions of the 
Lisbon Addictions conference. 

9. Short follow-up points (for information) 

9.1. Lisbon Addictions 2019 

Maria Moreira updated the Scientific Committee on the Lisbon Addictions 2019 conference, with a special 
emphasis on the co-production approach as it represents an innovative way of organising the programme. 
All information is available on www.lisbonaddictions.eu 

9.2. Selection of the Scientific Committee 2020-202 2 and extended Scientific Committee  

Maria informed that the calls for interest for membership of the Scientific Committee and extended 
Scientific Committee will be published separately on 15 April, with a deadline on 24 May. Full information 
on the calendar and procedure is available on the EMCDDA’s public website. The Management Board will 
appoint the members of the Scientific Committee and of the list for the extended Scientific Committee 
during their 60th meeting (December 2019).  
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10. Any other business (AOB) 

The Scientific Committee agreed on the following meeting dates: 

• 2019: Autumn 19-21 November 2019 (51st meeting) 
• 2020: 52nd meeting: 10-12 March 2020 (tbc by the next Scientific Committee) 
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